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Olsons Bar a U.S. Suit on LSD Death , ; 

Hope Cortgress Will Pass Damages Bill 


■Bant"', of the. Government’s 
[wrongdoing. 

During the sumrfser. the C.I.A 
gave the family its remaining 
files oc the case— some of the 


tthat the President was not onlylfhe circumstances of the deatl 

By JOSEPHS TR£^ g» p ^ n ^ e biU> „ thep' a -formal adcncwiedve- 

The family of Frank R- tvhite House ’ confirmed, but 
Olson said yesterday that M pushing iL - 

bad decided against suing ' short}y afWr th e circum- 
I'ederal Government for “4 [gtlinceg of q,. Olson’s death {ues ^ 

“wrongful death 22 years 1 « 0 .i were disclosed last summer— „ ater jal had been destroyed 
after he was- given LSD .Wtth-'they had been kept from theffy a high-ranking employee o 
out his knowledge in a test family and,, the public • for 22 ^ agency— -along with an affi- 
bv the Central Intelligence years by the C.LA-— President 
, n-w said theViFord invited the Olsons to the 

Agency. Biltftey^said. _F| white House and told, them he 
hoped Congress wt>uM felt the incident was “a hor- 
a P nvat .?. 15151 awarding epistle in American his- 


$1.25 million. ' y’ "r T Jj 

Lawyers for the family- «14l 
they had been assured that 
President Ford, the C.L A. St id 
the Justice Department wottld 
support the bill, and a spokes^ 
man for Senator' Charles McC. 

Mathias Jr., one of three . Can-v 
gressmen scheduled to. intro- j 
duce the legislation aft* the.; 

Christmas recess in, January, 
said there was. 9no apparent 
source of oppoarUon." . 

In 'separate- sta tement s, thef 
family, their,.. lawyer* 
justice Department agreed that 
Use government in negotiations 
had present* , dwhat aj>{«*itd 
to be such a . strpng leg al °e~ 
fense that thp .Oisous would 
have lost the case or, at the 
least, received . an award. sub- - - 
stantially lower 'than the $1 hi died, 
million or more '-they ’had 1 Mrs. Olson and her three 
sought. . . children, Eric, Lisa and Nils, 

Subbort toy President , were toid oniy that Dr. Olson 

lattice had “jumped or fell .from the 

A spokesma^f^the^tire ^ wandow . They did not 
leam about the C.I.A. involve- 
ment and the LSD until the 
jpublication last June of the re- 
port of the Rockefeller Commis- 


jtory" "that was “inexcusable 
'and unforgiveable. 

Dr. Oisoh, a. civilian bioche- 
mist at the’. Army’s top-secret 
[germ warfare laboratories at 
Fort Detripk, A Md.,plunged to 
his death from a lOth-floor 
Manhattan hotel, room on Nov. 

1 28, 1953. ThiS' was less than 
two weeks after C.I.A. agents 
had surreptitiously slipped LSD 
into his after-dinner drink dur- 
ing a- conference of Govern 
jment scientists. 

n • -Earlier Declaration 
He became extremely upset 1 
shortly after receiving the LSD, 
was escorted to New York for 
sessions with a psychiatrist and 
was sharing a room with a 
C.I.A. employee the morning 


Department - said, however, 
“The Administration feeis there 
was a certain amount of suffer- 
ing on the part of the Olson 
family and they should be le- 
gally compensated. The Admin- 
istration thinks the best reme- 
dy would be a private bill intro- 
duced into Congress.” 

One Washington official.said 


jsiosi, which had been charged 
with investigating alleged il- 
legal domestic activities by in- 
telligence agencies. 

In announcing in July their 
Intention to sue, the Olsons 
said they would seek monetary 
damages, “full disclosure" of 


the agency — along with an arti 
| davit declaring that it pos 
jsessed no additional informa- 
tion. 

David Rudovsky, one of thei 
Olsons’ lawyers, said the files, 
which the family plans to make 
public eventually, give a “pret- 
ty full .picture” of what had 
happened and that he and the 
family . were convinced that 1 
nothing more, “of any sub-j 
stance” would have been pro- 
duced in the course of a suit 

In a statement released by 
Mt. Rudovsky in Philadelphia, 
the Olsons said that in their 
meetings with President Ford 
and William E. Colby, fee Di- 
rector of Central Intelligence, 
the Government had “formally 
acknowledged” that the drug 
tests that caused Frank Olson’s 
death were illegal and uncon- 
scionable. adding that they, be- 
lieved them contention had 
| been vindicated. 

The disclosure of Dr. Olson’s 
death and his family’s efforts 
to make the circumstances 
widely known led .to. a senes 
of Congressional and journalis- 
tic investigations that revealed 
widespread abuses in drug ex- 
periments by the military as 
well as the C.I.A. 
l Amy drug experiments on 
; humans have been suspended, 
[ while internal investigations 


continue. Senator Edward M 
Kennedy, Democrat of Massa- 
chusetts, has introduced legis- 
lation that would require, for 
the first time, outside supervi- 
sion of drug -testing programs 
of the military and the C.I.A. 
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